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with their primary postal responsibil-
ity in an emergency.

(5) Authorize and encourage their
employees to participate voluntarily in
nonpostal pre-emergency training pro-
grams and exercises in cooperation
with States and localities.

(39 U.S.C. 401(2), 402, 403, 404, as enacted by
Pub. L. 91–375, 84 Stat. 719)

[38 FR 26193, Sept. 9, 1973]

Post Office Organization and
Administration

PART 241—ESTABLISHMENT CLASSI-
FICATION, AND DISCONTINU-
ANCE

Sec.
241.1 Post offices.
241.2 Stations and branches.
241.3 Discontinuance of post offices.
241.4 Expansion, relocation, and construc-

tion of post offices.

§ 241.1 Post offices.
(a) Establishment. See § 113.1 of this

chapter.
(b) Classification. As of July 1 each

year, post offices are classified by the
Postmaster General based on the al-
lowable postal revenue units for the
second preceding fiscal year as follows:

(1) First Class. Post offices having 950
or more revenue units.

(2) Second Class. Post offices having
190 but less than 950 revenue units.

(3) Third Class. Post offices having 36
but less 190 revenue units.

(4) Fourth Class. Post offices having
less than 36 revenue units.

(39 U.S.C. 401)

[36 FR 4764, Mar. 12, 1971, as amended at 42
FR 59082, Nov. 15, 1977]

§ 241.2 Stations and branches.
(a) Description. (1) Stations are estab-

lished within the corporate limits or
boundary, and branches are established
outside the corporate limits or bound-
ary of the city, town, or village in
which the main post office is located.
Stations and branches may be des-
ignated by number, letter or name. As
a general rule, branches are named.

(2) Stations and branches transact
registry and money order business, sell

postage supplies, and accept matter for
mailing. Delivery service, post office
boxes, and other services may be pro-
vided when directed by the postmaster.

(3) Stations and branches, except
nonpersonnel rural stations and
branches, are designated as independ-
ent when registered and other mail is
received or dispatched without passing
through the main office.

(b) Classification—(1) Classified. Oper-
ated by postal employees in quarters
provided by the Federal Government.

(2) Contract. Operated under contract
by persons who are not Federal Gov-
ernment employees. Persons operating
contract stations and branches are
independent contractors and neither
the contractors nor any person em-
ployed by them to assist in the conduct
of contract stations or branches shall
be employees of the Federal Govern-
ment for any purpose whatsoever.

(39 U.S.C. 401)

[36 FR 4764, Mar. 12, 1971]

§ 241.3 Discontinuance of post offices.
(a) Introduction—(1) Coverage. This

section establishes the rules governing
the Postal Service’s consideration of
whether an existing post office should
be discontinued. The rules cover any
proposal to replace a post office with a
community post office, station or
branch, consolidation with another
post office, and any proposal to dis-
continue a post office without provid-
ing a replacement facility.

(2) Legal requirements. Under 39 U.S.C.
404(b), any decision to close or consoli-
date a post office must be based on cer-
tain criteria. These include the effect
on the community served; the effect on
employees of the post office; compli-
ance with government policy estab-
lished by law that the Postal Service
must provide a maximum degree of ef-
fective and regular postal services to
rural areas, communities, and small
towns where post offices are not self-
sustaining; the economic savings to the
Postal Service; and any other factors
the Postal Service determines nec-
essary. In addition, certain mandatory
procedures apply as follows:

(i) The public must be given 60 days’
notice of a proposed action to enable
the persons served by a post office to
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